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Ocean Pathway 2021-22 

Student A enrolled at Holbrook School for Autism in academic year 2014.  

Upon enrolment student A received individual and personalised support to access the provision. The initial focus for 

Student A was to build positive relationships with peers and to develop strategies to support self-regulation.  

Student A’s EHCP targets were reviewed at annual review meetings and documentation highlights steady progress 

that was made within the setting. Student A successfully accessed community outings with peers and participated fully 

in the curriculum.  

In 2020, Student A transitioned to Holbrook School for Autism’s Belper site. Upon transition we ensured that Student 

A received individual and personalised support to identify strengths and interests, research intended destinations and 

develop a Careers Futures Portfolio. All relevant stakeholders contributed to this process.  

We offered independent careers advice through one to one meetings with a qualified careers adviser and this informed 

action plans that were recorded in student Careers Futures Portfolios. The school had developed positive relationships 

with parents and this supported knowledge and understanding of possible destinations through the annual review 

process and Open Days. As a result of this, Student A and parents were comfortable discussing options and barriers to 

possible destinations. We worked strategically to support all of our learners and embedded a careers provision that 

included developing relationships with local colleges and the setting up of an alumni network so that future contact 

with learners and families can continue.  

At the Belper site Student A made steady progress towards accredited qualifications and successfully completed a 

range of work experience placements and visits. Student A demonstrated skills in self-regulation, employing strategies 

to support when feeling overwhelmed or anxious and social interaction. Student A demonstrated excellent 

communication skills and expressed thoughts and plans for the future openly. Increased confidence was demonstrated 

when Student A performed and played guitar for visitors to our Open Day. Visitor feedback were effusive in their praise 

of the student who ‘created a wonderful atmosphere at the Open Day’. Student A expressed a keen interest in pursuing 

a career within the music industry and the school supported this interest by: 

- Purchasing musical equipment for the school site 

- Participation in Rocksteady provision (creation of a school band) 

- One to one music therapy sessions 

- One to one and small group music tuition 

The provision provided by school had a huge impact upon student A’s confidence and development of musical ability. 

This led to Student A exploring options within this area using local information and guidance from the Careers Team. 

Other provision that supported Student A at this time included: 

- School residential provision 

- National Citizens Service workshops and learning programme 

- Travel Training provision 

- Mock Interviews and CV writing 

After 8 years at Holbrook School for Autism Student A transitioned successfully to Chesterfield College to study music 

production at the end of academic year 2021-22. We are all immensely proud of Student A’s achievements at Holbrook 

School for Autism and Student A leaves with the skills, knowledge and ability to access college and further develop his 

independence skills to support future plans.  


