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22 July 2022 
 
 
Dear parent/carer,  
 

End of year letter  
 
We have reached the end of another successful academic year. I am delighted that we were able to get 
back to some sort of normality following on from a difficult period we have all faced. I want to start by 
thanking all our amazing Teachers, TAs, residential, SLT, admin and site staff. Whilst they all play very 
different roles within the school environment, I am sure you will agree they are all fabulous in what they 
do and their focus and dedication to the needs of our students is what makes me proud to be 
Headteacher at Holbrook.  
 
There have been so many highlights throughout the year, which makes it hard to mention a few but here 
are my top picks!  
 
SATs/Functional Skills  
Three of our hub students have achieved very impressive results in their recent SATs so well done to 
Bertie, Connar and Nathan and the staff who worked so hard with them. A number of our Belper 
students successfully passed a number of functional skills exams in English and Maths, which is a 
fantastic achievement to all involved.  
 
Work Experience & Careers  
We have made a number of successful links within the local business community where our students 
have accessed work experience and re-engaged with some historic ones. This is such an important 
connection to have and gives our students valuable experience to support them in life after Holbrook. We 
are delighted to announce that we have set up a pre-internship programme with Denby Pottery for post 
16 students from next year.  
 
Following the successful open day at the Belper site, there is another planned for the Spring term which 
will be attended by local businesses and service professionals and a great opportunity for us to 
showcase our post 14 offering.   
 
Community Access 
Classes have been able to access the community more frequently without the previous restrictions and 
thanks to the added funding we had available from the money you helped raise back in December. We 
have accessed a wide range of places from farms, zoos and theme parks to climbing walls, trampolining, 
bowling and indoor golf. The students have hugely benefited from these experiences and it has really 
helped with re-building their confidence in public places after a long time without access.  
 
Residential  
It has been a full on year in residential too. Students have spent time revisiting their skill sets and 
building confidence out in the community. They have enjoyed litter-picking projects, raising money for the 
Shelton Lock and Allenton War Memorial and visiting the new Moorways Sports Village in Derby. We 
have also trialled some extended day provision where students have accessed community trips as part  
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of our ‘Get Active Club’, without staying overnight. This has been a tremendous success and we would 
like to thank all students who have taken part, your feedback has been very valuable!  
 
Curriculum 
The implementation of our four pathways has been a great success this academic year, particularly with 
the challenges post COVID. The hairdresser project highlighted a focus on life skills which we endeavour 
to pursue next year in ensuring all “learning comes to life”. It has been a pleasure to welcome external  
visitors, parents and families back into our school again to support enrichment opportunities. Students 
and staff alike have really enjoyed the Ramadan workshop, the Spring Fayre and Sports Day. In the new 
academic year, we have many additional curriculum based theme days to ensure our students are 
offered a wide range of learning experiences.  
 
I could go on and on, it really has been an incredible year at Holbrook and the achievements of our 
student’s year on year never ceases to amaze me.  
 
Now to the harder part, saying goodbye to our leavers. We were so disappointed the end of year 
celebration did not go ahead but our leavers have enjoyed activities and presentations within their class 
groups. On behalf of all the staff here I would like to wish; Taylor, Finley, Toby, Harry, Matthew, Joshua, 
Samuel, Bertie, Connar and Nathan all the very best for the future. Whether moving on to an alternative 
education provision or have reached year 14 and transitioning into the adult community, we are 
immensely proud of the achievements you have made during your time at Holbrook.   
 
September changes 
You will have noticed we have moved away from class numbers to class names. This is to align our 
pathways of Stream, River, Ocean and Hub to the curriculum. It is an exciting change and will take some 
getting used to around school but one the students will embrace!  
 
There will be an additional 6th INSET day on Friday 21st July 2023 so that last day for students is 
Thursday 20th July 2023. We will update the term dates and publish this on the website.  
 
During the Autumn term we will be moving away from ParentMail which is the system we currently use 
for payments, emails and text messages. We will be using ParentPay as our new payment tool and are 
looking at Teachers to Parents/Seesaw as our emails and text communications platform. We will update 
you further with what you need to do but if you can ensure that balances are kept up to date on 
ParentMail to ease the transition.   
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a safe and happy summer holiday. Whatever your plans, I hope you 
take time to do the things you enjoy with the people who matter.   
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher  
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