
 
 

Portway, Holbrook, Belper, Derbyshire. DE56 0TE 
 

Telephone: 01332 880208 
Email: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

  Website: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 
09 September 2022 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
Re: September 2022 welcome 
 
I hope you all had a lovely summer break. It has been a really good first week and students are adjusting 
back to school in a positive way. I would like to welcome our 15 new students and their families to 
Holbrook and look forward to meeting you at future parent/carer events.  
 
Over the summer at main site, the new EYFS (Snowdrop) classroom has been created. Significant 
cabling work carried out to improve our IT infrastructure. We are in the process of finishing a student 
reading area and plans are underway to develop a new life skills area, utilising the fundraising money 
from last year. A new conference meeting facility has been installed, this will enhance the quality of 
meetings held remotely such as annual reviews and other student focused meetings to allow more 
flexibility to parents and professionals.  
 
 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll – a message from Esteem CEO Julian Scholefield  
On behalf of everyone at Esteem, I would like to express our deep sadness following the death of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll. 
 
Her dedication to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as well as the countries of 
the Commonwealth is unparalleled and we are grateful for her long years of service. 
 
All schools who are part of Esteem will observe the mourning period while continuing to support our 
students, families and employees.  
 
Unless otherwise informed by the school, any scheduled activities and events will continue as planned. 
We will observe a national holiday, should it be announced, for Her Majesty’s funeral, which means that 
the school will be closed for that day, but outside of this, school hours will continue as normal. We will 
keep students informed of news about these events. 
 
If you think your child may be experiencing particular upset due to the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth ll, please let your school know so we can provide support as needed. 
Should there by anything further we can support you with, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Reminders 
If your child is going to be absent from school please telephone the office on 01332 880208 (Option 1) 
by 8am, on each day of their absence, leaving a message stating their name, class and reason for 
absence. Absences that are not reported by this process e.g. via taxi/escorts and Seesaw will not be 
recorded and therefore will be classed as unauthorised. If your child has a medical appointment then 
please email info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk with a copy of any appointment letters and this will 
be recorded on the registers.  
 
If you transport your child to and from the main site, the drop off and pick up time is 9.10am and 3.10pm. 
Please park in the designated area on the left-hand side of the top car park. This will help to alleviate 
congestion with taxis. 
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The cost of a school meal has increased to £2.30 for Primary and £2.60 Secondary from this week. 
Residential meal charges remain unchanged. Please ensure your ParentMail account is kept up to date 
as we will be moving to ParentPay from October half-term. Please contact the office if you have any 
issues or would like to check your eligibility for free school meals. 
 
Please ensure the office has two emergency contact names and numbers on record for you. The student 
update forms were sent out at the end of July. If you would like to check the details held, please contact 
Lauren Brewster.  
 
If your child falls ill during the day or there is an unexpected class closure, it is your responsibility to 
arrange to collect your child from school as soon as possible. Taxis are not contracted to provide this 
service.  
 
If you have any safeguarding concerns, you can email our Head of Safeguarding, Kelly Thorne, at 
kthorne@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk. For any family issues, concerns or support, please contact 
our Family Support Worker, Gemma Farrell, at g.farrell@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk.  
 
Finally, please make sure you follow us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date with our activities.    
 
 
On behalf of all staff at Holbrook, we look forward to the year ahead and working alongside you to get 
the best from our fantastic children.  
 
 

Yours sincerely  

 

Sam Bayliss 

Headteacher 
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