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Introduction to Residential Provision at 
Holbrook

• The residential provision is able to accommodate seven students each night 
across two units. The residential units are open Monday to Thursday 38 weeks of 
the year, and are situated within Holbrook School for Autism.  

• Within residential we provide  24 hour curriculum placements, where activities 
are planned to facilitate learning opportunities across the same four learning 
area’s as school. My Body, My Feelings, My Communication and My Thinking, 
with a focus on socialisation, personal care and independent living skills.

• We record evidence of progress towards student EHCP outcomes via Seesaw.

• Residential staff members work closely with school staff, parents and other 
professionals to ensure consistency of approach, clear expectations and 
aspirations.

• There is a strong emphasis on our students enjoying their journey to becoming 
more independent, both within the units and out in the wider community.



Vision Statement 

• “Where learning comes to life”

• We want all our students to be prepared as possible to make the most out of life’s 
opportunities and face its challenges. At Holbrook school for Autism, our vision and values 
enable us to teach, support and prepare our students to be happy, safe and confident citizens 
in the future. 

• Core values

• They are what we stand for and underpin everything we do. For all students to be happy and 
achieve their best and fulfil their potential. To create a safe and supportive learning 
environment, which helps to bring out the best in every student. To address the specific needs 
of autism and how they affect each individuals learning. To provide a personalised curriculum 
that meets the individual needs of every student. To ensure every student is fully included in 
school life and community activities. To see school as preparation for life, so we think 
learning should be meaningful for each student so that they can be as independent as possible 
outside school. The basis of all relationships, in and around school is unconditional mutual 
respect
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Acorn Unit 

• Situated on the first floor of the residential provision, Acorn hosts 
four single occupancy bedrooms and three bathrooms. 

Lounge area                                                           kitchen
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Oak Unit 

• Oak Unit is situated on the second floor of residential. It has three 
single occupancy bedrooms and two bathrooms.



Oak Unit 
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Placement Planning and Review

• Planning and review is extremely important to the success of each residential placement. This begins with 
our student information pack. Parents and Carers complete the forms and return them to residential.

• School staff then add to the information given, along with our pastoral care officer and family support 
officer (as appropriate). This allows us to gain the most accurate and up to date information surrounding 
each student. This information is then added to a data base, allowing peer groups to be formed safely 
based on a mixture of ability, need, behaviour and dynamics.

• Placements are offered on a 12 month basis (a single academic year). This is reviewed at a panel meeting 
each summer term where information is gathered from keyworkers, parents/carers, other professionals (if 
appropriate) and of course students themselves. The panel consists of Head of Care, Parents/Carers and 
an independent person. This may be a School Governor or Independent Inspector. Students are also invited 
to join if this is appropriate. Placements can be renewed for a maximum of 5 years, although this is not an 
automatic allocation. A combination of evidenced need and progression must be recorded, for a placement 
to continue. Students who access residential for less than 5 years can remain on the list for a future 
placement, should their circumstance change.

• This planning and review process aims to ensure all students have the opportunity to access residential 
during their school life at Holbrook. Unfortunately our small residential unit, does not reflect our ever 
growing school community. Equity of provision is very important to us and therefore needs based.



Family Liaison 

• Communication is an integral part of each residential placement. Each student is allocated a 
named keyworker, who is responsible for overseeing student progress and record keeping. Each 
keyworker will attend all appropriate meetings for example Annual Reviews, Health Reviews or 
Child in Need meetings. This aims to provide the highest level of support for each student.

• Parents and professionals can contact the residential staff by Seesaw, telephone or email. We are 
always happy to support our students and their families in any way possible.

• Each evening, student activities are recorded via Seesaw, this ensures communication between 
residential, home and school is consistent, clear and effective.



Student Voice

• Throughout each students residential placement, we endeavour to promote their choices and 
hear their voice.

• Communication strategies used include the use of symbols around unit, Makaton sign of the 
week, student talkers and verbal exchange.

• Students actively contribute to their care plans, as information is adapted using PECS, 
photographs, and can be written or typed.

• Students complete questionnaires, again differentiated by need, throughout the year to gain 
feedback.

• One to one keyworker sessions and group activities are used to engage students in making 
their wants and needs clear.

• We also have an independent external inspection each half term. Student views are gained 
here by way of observation, conversation and symbol support.

• We are visited three times per year by our residential governor, who spends time with our 
students to ensure they feel safe and their views are included. 



Safeguarding 

• Holbrook School for Autism fully recognises its responsibilities for child 

protection and safeguarding. Our policy, which is reviewed and approved by the 

governing body annually, applies to all staff, governors and volunteers working in 

the school. The school follows the procedures set out by the Derby and 

Derbyshire Safeguarding Children’s Partnership (www.ddscp.org.uk) and take 

account of guidance issued by the Department for Education (in particular 

‘Keeping Children Safe in Education, September 2021).  The full Child Protection 

policy is available on request from school or by accessing the schools policy 

section on the school website at: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk



Activities 

• Both Oak & Acorn units provide personalised learning opportunities for each student, 
throughout their evening routine. Independence skills are promoted at every stage, from 
unpacking bags, making beds and preparing snacks. Students will also learn to develop 
their personal care skills and hygiene routines, all of which aim to prepare the individual 
for adulthood.

• Social opportunities come from accessing the community and in house activities. These 
could include games in the sports hall, accessing the outdoor play area, visiting a local 
park, attending youth clubs and much more! 

• Students play an active role in planning activities. Through keyworker and group work 
students are able to suggest, choose and feedback on activities. Successful outcomes and 
staff advocating is also used to ensure students of all abilities have their voices heard. 
This information is then added to the next terms planning, enabling the students to have 
full ownership of their residential journey.



Accessing the Community

• All students access the community on a regular basis, providing a foundation on which to 
build their independence. Activities include shopping, meals out, youth clubs, swimming, 
soft play and trampolining.

• Some of our students have limited experiences of the world outside of school and home. 
We aim to reduce the barriers to these experiences by providing a safe environment for 
students to try, fail and ultimately succeed in a way meaningful to them.



Contact Details

• ekavanagh@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk

• Holbrook School for Autism
Portway
Holbrook
Belper
Derbyshire 
DE56 0TE
Tel: 01332 880208
Email: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk
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