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1. Introduction 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to the learning and development of all children from birth to 
the end of the Reception year. We are committed to nurturing a lifelong love of learning alongside the aims 
of the EYFS Statutory Framework. We believe that learning for students is a rewarding and enjoyable 
experience in which they explore, investigate, discover, create, practise and consolidate their developing 
knowledge and skills. We aim to provide the essential skills that students need to prepare them for their 
future success and to give students the best possible start to their early education. 
 
2. Intent 
 

At Holbrook School for Autism we provide a high-quality EYFS education giving students a secure and 
confident start to their school life. We believe in providing our students with a safe and stimulating 
environment that builds on each individual’s needs and interests. Learning will be fun, engaging and 
challenging to help every student to reach their full potential. 
- Stream – Fundamentally ran as a stream class, used as a baseline class to filter into pathways 
- Runs in parallel to the whole school curriculum policy, please refer for further detail & breakdown 
 
We aim to: 

 Provide a broad and balanced personalised curriculum that meets the individual needs of every 
student. 

 Address the specific needs of autism and how they affect each individuals learning. 

 To create a safe and supportive learning environment, which helps to bring out the best in every 

student. 

 Work closely with parents, carers and other professionals and value their contributions. 

3. Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
We adhere to the ‘Statutory Framework for the EYFS’ and the four guiding principles that shape practice 
within Early Years settings: 

 every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self-assured 

 children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

 children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, 
who respond to their individual needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children 
benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.  

 Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn in different ways and at 
different rates. 

 
4. EYFS Curriculum – Implementation  
 
We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of student’s needs, interests and 
stages of development across the seven areas of learning to enable the children to achieve. The seven 
areas of learning shape the educational programmes in EYFS at Holbrook School for Autism. 
 
Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. The three 
prime areas are: 
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There are four specific areas of learning through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied:  
 

 
 
In planning and guiding what students learn, practitioners will reflect on the different rates at which 
students are developing and adjust their practise accordingly. The three characteristics of effective teaching 
and learning are: 

 playing and exploring – students investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

 active learning – students concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements 

 creating and thinking critically – students have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

 
We have developed a set of long term curriculum goals which we aim for our students to achieve during 
the Early Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 
 

 
5. My Plans 

 
In addition to the EYFS curriculum, every student has a ‘My Plan’ detailing their personalised curriculum in 
line with their EHCP outcomes. The four areas are taken from the four key areas of the SEND code of 
practise for teaching students with autism. This identifies the needs of each individual student. These plans 
support teachers to create appropriate learning environments, identify specific areas of need and enable 
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therapy provision. This ensures that every child receives the input that they need in order to achieve their 
personal goals.  

 
 
6. Environment 

 
At Holbrook School for Autism, we have a mixed Reception and Key Stage 1 class called Class 1. Class 1 has 
the use of one classroom, an adjoining learning space and a dedicated outdoor classroom. The outdoor 
classroom is equipped with a large climbing frame for gross motor development, access to wheeled toys, 
sand and water play, reading area and construction. The classroom has a variety of free choice provision 
and areas for the children to access. Staff are organised to support the students in a balance of adult-led 
and child-initiated experiences throughout the day. All students have free flow access to outdoor learning 
and provision.  
 
7. Safeguarding 
 
The safety and welfare of our students is paramount at Holbrook School for Autism. We have robust 
policies and procedures in place to ensure their safety. We comply with welfare requirements as stated in 
the Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2021. All practitioners working within the EYFS will be familiar with 
the school’s policies and procedures and follow them at all times. 
 
8. Assessment, observation and planning – Impact  
 
There is a multi-sensory approach to the curriculum and activities are carefully planned to provide all 
students with opportunities to develop a wide range of skills and concepts. Activities are loosely based on a 
topic, alongside the whole school, whilst remaining flexible to allow for the students interests to be 
followed. Through observation, we assess the student’s stage of learning and interests to plan engaging and 
challenging experiences to progress their learning, both indoors and outdoors.  
 
Students have time for independent learning through play, structured 1:1 time with an adult, access to 
small group activities and time working on speech and language and occupational therapy programmes as 
necessary. The outdoor classroom is a safe and secure environment where students can continue to access 
all areas of learning.  
 
Practitioners assess student’s learning using a range of approaches. Observation is a key component of 
early years practise with practitioners spending the majority of their time interacting and playing with the 
students. Each student has a learning journey on ‘Seesaw’ where lateral progress is captured towards their 
EHCP outcomes and WOW moments are documented. Next steps are delivered in the moment where 
possible or planned for soon after. There are regular opportunities for parents to meet with teachers to 
discuss student’s progress and next steps. The Holbrook assessment grids are used to document and track 
the student’s linear progress, these have recently been updated to be inclusive of the Early Years 
Framework (2021) early learning goals. An EYFS specialist assessment created by The Derbyshire Early Years 
SEN Service is also used as a working document alongside the Holbrook assessment grids and Seesaw EHCP 
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profiles. The Derbyshire Early Years SEN service recognises that students with special educational needs 
often make smaller steps of progress in comparison to their neurotypical peers. We recognise that many of 
our EYFS students may remain in the birth to three bracket for a significant period. Therefore, this 
assessment allows practitioners to gain a deeper understanding and accurately track students’ progression 
meaning practitioners can carefully plan the EYFS provision to promote development at a level that can 
meet the students’ cognitive and communicative understanding. As Holbrook is part of Esteem multi-
academy trust, we regularly take part in external moderation for quality assurance, this allows EYFS 
practitioners from schools within the trust to share best practice, ideas, explore challenges and ultimately 
ensure that we are accurately tracking our students’ progress and attainment.  
 
Communication with parents is an important element of a student’s learning. Parents have access to their 
child’s learning journey on Seesaw to see their progress. Pictures and messages can be sent to 
communicate between home and school. Parents are encouraged to send pictures and experiences that 
the student has had in the home environment to assess a wider picture of the student’s development.  
 
9. Transition arrangements 
 
Transitions arrangements are personalised to suit the individual needs of each student and their families. 
Teacher and parents will meet to discuss a transition and create a plan, tailored to their needs. The 
student’s teacher will arrange to visit them in their current environment, whether it be school, pre-school 
or at home and discuss their needs with their current key workers. Students are able to visit for a transition 
session in the summer term before they are due to start school. These sessions can be as many as are 
deemed appropriate for the student. 


