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18 February 2022 
 
 
Dear parent/carer,  
 
As we approach another half-term break, I wanted to update you on what has been happening as well as 
look ahead to the next half-term. 
 
The Prime Minister announced recently that following Parliament’s current recess he would be making a 
statement on Monday 21st February about “our strategy for living with Covid.” Last week he was 
reported as saying to the House of Commons, “provided that the current encouraging trends in the data 
continue, it is my expectation that we will be able to end the last domestic restrictions, including the legal 
requirement to self-isolate following a positive test, a full month early.”  
At this time we do not know what implications this will have for school and we will await the full details of 
the strategy. I will of course update you as soon as I can. 
 
Community Access 
We are certainly seeing the benefits of the COVID restrictions lifting within the community. Classes are 
now accessing numerous activities during their community minibus slots, which has been of great benefit 
to them. Trips to Oxygen Freejumping, Step-by-Step Sensory Centre, Bowling, Snowdome and Wollaton 
Hall to name a few have been enjoyed. 
 
Fundraising  
The money raised from the grand prize draw is starting to be utilised as we move into the warmer 
months giving additional opportunities to our students who have missed out on so much during these 
difficult couple of years. Thanks to the generous support we have received, these enrichment 
opportunities are possible.  
 
We would like to extend a very big thank you to Mr Timms who donated a very generous £3,000 
recently. This will go towards activities and resources for students. 
 
On Friday 8th April, we are holding a fundraising football match at Holbrook Sports Football Club. A team 
of Holbrook staff and parents/carers will take on a charity team in the ‘Holbrook Cup’. There will be a 
small entry fee, raffle, food and refreshments available on the night and all proceeds will be put towards 
a larger project within the school. We will be promoting this event further but please put the date in your 
diary to come along and support us!  
 
We are in the process of asking all classes to choose projects that we can focus this and future 
fundraising money towards, we will share more about this once their choices have been put to the 
student council.  
 
FASST Half-Term Events 
The Esteem FASST team are holding several events which are open to all parents/carers during the half 
term. Two walks are taking place, one at Shipley Park on Monday 21st February and one at Rosliston 
Forestry Centre on Friday 25th February. On Tuesday 22nd February at Holbrook, there will be a 
Valentine's Disco in the sports hall. The information has been circulated on Parentmail and our 
Facebook page. For any bookings or queries please contact cnewbold-davies@esteemmat.co.uk  
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Work experience  
Students at the Belper site have accessed a wide range of community and work experience placements 

since the last update. We have successfully set up a partnership with Denby Pottery, Cromford Mill and 

Slenderella to offer our students work experience and access to a range of workplaces in their local area.  

Alongside these placements, students have also accessed work-related tasks at local food banks, animal 

shelters and pet shops and supported the development of our enterprise projects based at our main site. 

We hope to present our enterprise project and employability skills developed at the Encounters with 

Employers and Enterprise Programme taking place in Derby in March. This will be a celebration of the 

work that our students have completed and they will have the opportunity to showcase their products and 

meet local employers.   

Accreditation 

We have benefitted from an in-depth National Citizens Service programme aimed at supporting the 

social and personal development of our students. These sessions have been hugely popular with our 

students and have been engaging and fun! As well as a range of Careers and development opportunities 

students have been making steady progress towards achieving their accredited courses.  

Twelve Functional Skills accredited courses in English and Maths have successfully been passed so far 

this year, with more students due to sit their exams over the next term.   

 

We have also been working hard to prepare our year 14 students for their transition from Holbrook at the 

end of this academic year. Our student council representatives continue to feedback and voice their 

opinions on school life and changes that could be made to improve their experience. We have also 

extended our access to music therapy at our main site with students benefitting from sessions every 

week linked to personalised My Plan targets. We are in the process of timetabling an Open Day so that 

parents and carers have access to necessary information about our curriculum, post-16 options and 

external support available for students to ensure a positive and successful transition from our setting.  

 

National Autistic Society  

I am pleased to announce after a three-day inspection the school has been awarded the aspiring award 

from the National Autistic Society. The report highlighted many strengths of the provision including: 

• Pupils are treated with dignity and respect and given frequent positive feedback to boost confidence 

and self-esteem 

• Staff make themselves understood by simplifying and structuring their verbal language. 

• Pupils are provided with tools and strategies to make themselves understood using several alternative 

communication methods. 

• Pupils are on task and engaged in a range of learning experiences. 

• Pupils access a range of sensory-based activities and resources to help them self-regulate and to avoid 

sensory overload. 

• The development of the outdoor play area to provide a range of sensory input can be considered a 

particularly successful initiative. 

• Feedback from both autistic young people and their parents was overwhelmingly positive. 

In the new academic year, we are hoping to work towards becoming an advanced accredited school.  

 
Thank you 
A special thank you to the EPC Group who have kindly donated a defibrillator to the school. The 
defibrillator is a life saving medical device that has the potential to support both the school and the local 
community. The defibrillator will be presented after the half-term holiday and we will share this on our 
website and social media pages.  



 

Headteacher: Sam Bayliss  Deputy Headteacher: Richard Jackson 
Head of Pastoral and Safeguarding: Kelly Thorne  Deputy Headteacher: Lucy Hunt 
  

  

 
 
Dates for the diary 
Here are a few key dates for your diary that are taking place next half-term; 
 
Thursday 3rd March - World Book Day 
w/c 14th March – Science Week  
Friday 18th March – Red Nose Day  
Friday 1st April – Spring Fayre  
w/c 4th April – Autism Awareness Week  
Friday 8th April – Last Day of term/Charity Football Match at 7pm 
 
I wish you and your family a lovely half-term break.  
 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher  

 
 
 
  

https://www.autism.org.uk/

