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11th January 2022 

 
Dear parent/carer 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
I hope that 2022 is a good year for all of us and that we can enter it with an optimistic view that things 
will improve and that we will move through, and out, of this pandemic as swiftly as possible. Let’s hope 
that I am not writing a similar New Year’s message next year.  
I hope this festive season has allowed you to spend time with those people who are most important to 
you and that your plans have not been scuppered by Covid isolations. 
As we move into the new term, we continue to have to deal with a very fast-moving and unpredictable 
situation. There is no doubt that the next few weeks will present some challenges and we will continue 
to work together as a school community to achieve the very best for our amazing children. Our current 
plans and arrangements to support the school through the ongoing impact of Omicron and beyond are 
detailed below:- 
 
Lateral Flow Testing  
From today anyone who receives a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results for coronavirus (COVID-
19) will be required to self-isolate immediately and won’t be required to take a confirmatory PCR test. 
This is a temporary measure while COVID-19 rates remain high across the UK. People who test positive 
using an LFT are still advised to upload their result to the NHS system, so Test and Trace can find 
contacts and advise them to test.  
It remains the case that if you are experiencing symptoms of Covid-19, then you should get a PCR test. 
The three main symptoms listed by the NHS are: 
 

 High temperature: This means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature). 

 New, continuous cough: This is defined as coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual). 

 Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste: This means you have noticed you cannot smell or 
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal (anosmia). 

 
As we move through this half term, it is still expected that students (if possible) and staff will do a lateral 
flow device (LFD) test, twice a week at home. Ideally, this will be on Wednesday and Sunday evenings, to 
maximise our chances of identifying asymptomatic cases, thus reducing the amount of Covid in the 
community and limiting the risk of transmission. We will continue to provide boxes of LFDs to students, 
presuming that the Government stockpile holds up and they continue getting them out to schools.  
 
 

mailto:info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/


 
 

Portway, Holbrook, Belper, Derbyshire. DE56 0TE 
 

Telephone: 01332 880208 
Email: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

  Website: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 

Headteacher: Sam Bayliss  Deputy Headteacher: Richard Jackson 
Head of Pastoral and Safeguarding: Kelly Thorne  Deputy Headteacher: Lucy Hunt 
  

  

Masks 
From Tuesday 4 January, it was recommended that face coverings be worn in classrooms and teaching 
spaces where students in year 7 and above are educated. At this time, I have chosen not to implement 
this measure. I do not believe it would be in the best interests of our students and many would struggle 
to tolerate wearing a mask.  
If you feel confident that your child would be able to tolerate wearing a mask during the school day and 
you would like your child to wear a mask, please contact the class teacher who can discuss this further 
with you. All staff will continue to wear masks in communal areas. 
 
Close contacts 
From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged 
between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact by Test and Trace of someone with COVID-
19 are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their settings as  
normal, providing they do not have a positive test result. Daily testing of close contacts applies to all 
contacts who are: 
 
•     fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine 
•     all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination status 
•     people who are unable to be vaccinated for medical reasons 
•     people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID19 vaccine 
 
Children under 5 years who are identified as close contacts are exempt from self-isolation and do not 
need to take part in daily testing of close contacts. They are advised to take a PCR test if the positive 
case is in their household. 
 
There is a lot of information for us to digest so I have created some FAQs that should also support you:  
 
What is the position of individuals without symptoms returning after 10 days if their lateral flow is still 
positive? 
  

 They may return to their education setting and are not required to take any more LFD tests to 
release themselves from isolation after the 10th day of their isolation period even if they have a 
positive LFD test result.  

 This is because they are unlikely to be infectious after the 10th day of their isolation period. If they 
still have a high temperature after 10 days or are otherwise unwell, they should stay at home and 
seek medical advice. 

 Please follow the Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
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Can you clarify when staff and students can return after negative LFD test result? 
 

 Staff and students can take an LFD test from 6 days after the day their symptoms started (or the 
day your test was taken if they did not have symptoms), and another LFD test on the following 
day. The second LFD test should be taken at least 24 hours later. If both these test results are 
negative, and they do not have a high temperature, they may end self-isolation immediately 
after the second negative test result. 

 They should stop testing after they have had 2 consecutive negative test results and can return 
to their education setting on the 7th day if they have tested negative in the morning. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The general guidance for the public says that people ending isolation from day 7 should limit close 
contact with other people outside their household, especially in crowded places. What is the situation 
for individuals in schools who end their isolation from day 7? 
  
If staff and students have tested on the morning of day 7, they can end self-isolation and return to their 
education setting. Face to face learning is incredibly important for our students education and 
wellbeing. We continue to have infection control measures in place, including enhanced hygiene 
measures, ventilation and a regular asymptomatic testing program that helps to reduce the risk of 
transmission. 
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Has there been a change to previous advice that said individuals who had Covid in the past 90 days 
should not do LFD/PCR tests? If so, why?  
  
Even if someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly encouraged 
to take part in LFD testing once they have completed their isolation period for their prior infection.  
This is a change to the previous position because we know people can be infected with Omicron even 
when they have previously been infected with COVID-19.  
  
Is there any reason why primary schools shouldn’t ask their students to test weekly or twice weekly, if 
families are willing to do so and the school’s risk assessment suggests that would be beneficial? 
  
Public health advice from UK Health Security Agency advises that there are limited public health benefits 
attached to regularly testing younger children with LFD coronavirus (COVID 19) tests. We, therefore, 
don’t suggest routine asymptomatic testing of primary aged students. Local health teams can agree with 
schools to advise their students who are identified by NHS Test & Trace as close contacts to undertake 
daily LFD testing. Testing primary aged children is left to parental discretion, and test kits for primary 
aged students can be accessed via gov.uk or their local pharmacy. 
 
If you have any questions or need to seek further clarification on any of the information within this 
letter, please contact your child’s class teacher or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 
 
Take care 
 

 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher 

mailto:info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/

