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30 November 2021 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
School update 
 
I wanted to provide a short update on a few things in the run up to the Christmas break.  
 
We have experienced a challenging few weeks since our return from the October half-term break. We 
have had a spike in positive COVID cases at both sites. This is continuing to cause significant staffing 
issues and we have had to make the very difficult decision to close some classes while staff isolate and 
recover from COVID. It is not a position I hoped we would be in again but as Headteacher I need to feel 
confident that there are suitably qualified and familiar staff in class to create a safe learning environment 
and at times this has not been possible. 
  
On Saturday, the Prime Minister released information on a new Omicron variant causing national 
concern. We had already implemented several measures due to the high number of positive cases, 
these are in line with changes the DfE announced on Sunday which are as follows: 
 

 Staff to wear face coverings in all communal areas around the school. Students are encouraged 
to do the same, where possible. 

 Staff are conducting daily lateral flow testing at home, students are encouraged to test twice 
weekly where possible. Lateral flow test kits can be requested via your child’s class teacher. 

 Daily cleaning of all communal areas throughout the school is continuing. 

 Classes are ventilated and regular hand washing and sanitising are in place. 
 
We are doing everything we can to avoid disrupting our curriculum offer. At this time we won’t be 
introducing bubbles or keeping parts of the school off-limits for set students. All parts of the school will 
continue to be accessible to all students and community visits will continue.  
 
Unfortunately, we are restricting external visitors to the school, any annual reviews from now until the 
new year will take place remotely when the situation will be reviewed.  
 
Given the high number of positive cases in school, it is with regret that we have decided to cancel the 
school fayre on Friday 10th December and the Christmas production on 16th and 17th December. I know 
for many of us, this has always been one of the highlights of the year so to have to cancel it for a second 
year is so disappointing. We are hoping to hold an event in February/March time that will involve 
parents/carers being able to come into school, further details will be sent in the new year.   
 
To ensure our students can enjoy some festivity, we have a virtual Christmas show via singing hands 
that can be watched from the classroom. The show features Dave Benson-Phillips, plus a dancing 
donkey, hippo, snowmen, reindeer together with an eclectic mix of favourite festive rhymes, a Christmas 
carol and some Christmas pop songs. There is sure to be something for all to enjoy!   
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Holbrook School for Autism is a current holder of the National Autistic Society's Autism Accreditation 
quality mark in recognition of our support to autistic young people who attend the school and their 
families. In January 2022, the National Autistic Society will review the school to decide whether we still 
meet their very high expectations. The review includes collecting feedback through online surveys from 
students over the age of 16 and the families of all autistic young people attending the school. The 
surveys will be sent out via Seesaw, social media and the school website by the end of the week. Please 
take the time to provide feedback to help us gather important information towards our assessment.  
 
In my last update letter in October, I mentioned we would be sending out a general parent/carer 
questionnaire. This will now be sent from Esteem in January but will be specific to each school within the 
Trust, further details will be shared in due course. In the meantime, we are looking to set up a 
parent/carer focus group led by Deputy Headteacher Richard Jackson. The main purpose of the group 
will be to provide constructive feedback to the school whilst acting as a sounding board for future 
decisions. If you are interested in being part of this group, please email 
info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk by 10th December.  
 
On a more positive note, we have been fundraising with the aim these funds will provide additional 
enrichment opportunities for our students. To date, we have raised almost £6000, which has far 
exceeded our initial target of £5000. With thanks to some generous donations and sponsorship from 
several local businesses, we have 5 top prizes of £500 cash, £250 love to shop voucher, a two-night 
hotel break, a spa day for two, premium in-ear monitors and over 20 smaller prizes of hampers, 
restaurant vouchers, beauty vouchers and many more. The live draw will take place this Friday 3rd 
December. There is still time to donate and enter the draw for your chance to win some amazing prizes. 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lucy-hunt-1?utm_id=1&utm_term=bnyKxgA8w. A special 
mention and thank you to Lucy Hunt our Deputy Headteacher who has worked tirelessly to raise so 
much money for our amazing students.   
  
We can only hope the new variant does not affect the education of our students any further, we will be 
following this very closely and provide information as and when necessary. Thank you for your continued 
support and understanding.  
 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher  
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