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22 October 2021 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
End of half-term update 

I hope this letter finds you and your families well. I just wanted to provide an update ahead of the October 

break. I am delighted with how well this half term has gone. All our students have adjusted back to school 

life and have settled into their new classes and routines. I am so proud of all of the students as the last 18 

months have been extremely challenging.  

COVID-19 

Whilst we remain vigilant around COVID-19, positive cases in school have been relatively low compared 

to other school settings. I am aware that positive cases remain high across Derbyshire, with the highest 

rates occurring among young people. I ask you to continue to support us in ensuring students are not sent 

into school if they are displaying any symptoms of COVID-19. Staff continue to test twice a week and we 

continuously review our school risk assessment to make sure we are doing everything we can to stop the 

spread of the virus. 

We are yet to receive any information from the school immunisation service regarding vaccinating 12-15 

years olds. The NHS has just announced that parents/carers of 12-15-year-old children will be able to 

book a COVID-19 vaccination online from the end of today (Friday) with appointments available as soon 

as tomorrow. You will be able to go online and check the National Booking Service (see link below) to see 

if your local site has appointments to vaccinate your child. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-

vaccination/ 

New Facilities  

The work outstanding from the summer is now complete and students at the main site are accessing a 

new soft play, sensory integration and sensory room, welcome and much-needed additions to our 

facilities. The playground, installed in the summer break, has continued to be a hive of activity and it is 

great to see the increased physical and social development it offers our students. 

Community Access 

During the summer, we purchased an additional three vehicles to support increasing our off-site 

activities. Swimming sessions have been taking place twice a week and all classes with primary students 

will benefit from a 6-week block over the academic year to improve water confidence and increase 

physical activity. Weekly visits to Lea Green supported by the Derbyshire outdoor activities team have 

resumed and so far we have seen students participate in den building, biking and braving the high ropes. 

Every class will have the opportunity to access at least two activity days throughout the school year. 

Educational visits have resumed and the hub enjoyed their visit to Wollaton Hall. Community access is 

something all classes have missed over the last 18 months so it is great to have this back on the 

timetable.  
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Dates for the diary 

As always, the run-up to the Christmas break is busy so here are a few key dates for your diaries: 

Friday 12th November – Children in Need 

Monday 15th November – Odd Socks Day (part of anti-bullying week) 

Thursday 25th November – School photo day  

Friday 10th December – Christmas Fayre and Christmas Jumper Day  

Wednesday 15th December – Christmas Dinner  

Thursday 16th & Friday 17th December – Christmas Production  

Thursday 23rd December – School Closed (additional INSET for Queens Platinum jubilee)  

We will send out further reminders closer to the time.  

Residential 

As previously communicated Kim O’Malley, Head of Care, is leaving this week to become a foster carer. 

Kim has been a valued member of the residential team for the past 18 years and will be missed by us all. 

We wish her all the very best for the future.  

Parent Questionnaire  

We will be sending out a parent questionnaire during the next half term. The feedback from the 

questionnaires will support us to inform the development of an action plan to further enhance your child’s 

learning experience.  

Annual reviews 

After half-term, we are resuming on-site annual review meetings for parents/carers if requested. We 

would ask that you conduct a lateral flow test before you arrive and wear a mask whilst transitioning 

through school. Please let your child’s class teacher know if you would like to attend in person or 

virtually. External professionals will still join remotely. 

Road Closures  

Severn Trent are replacing some ageing water pipes in and around Holbrook so there will be some 

disruption to the roads surrounding the school. Work is due to start on 25th October and take around 3 

months, the map below outlines the affected areas. Please bear this in mind if this is your or your 

transport providers route to school.  
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I hope you all have a pleasant half-term break and we look forward to seeing our students on Monday 1st 

November. 

 

Kind regards 

 
 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher  
 
 
  

https://www.autism.org.uk/

