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21 December 2021 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
The last few weeks have been exceptionally busy with the spread of COVID impacting significantly on 
Holbrook life. Throughout this time, we have aimed to make the best decisions possible with the 
information that has been available. We have also focussed on being pro-active with our 
communications so that Holbrook families have sufficient time to plan for alternative arrangements when 
our students are not in school. 
 
Thank you to all members of the school community who have been supportive and shown real 
kindness and understanding during this time. 
 
COVID-19 Close Contact Updated Guidance 
 
A new national approach to daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 was introduced on December 14th. All 
adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of 
someone with COVID-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every 
day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. Daily testing by close contacts will help to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.  
 
The DfE has confirmed that national Daily Testing of Contacts of Covid (now called DTCC) is advisory 
only. The DfE has confirmed that participation in DTCC is voluntary although strongly encouraged. A 
staff member or student does not have to isolate if they are identified as a close contact of a positive 
case, and if they choose not to participate, they should not be denied access to school. 
 
Daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 will help protect education settings by reducing transmission and 
will also help keep students in face-to-face education. 
 
Once notified by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff and students should take an 
LFD each day for 7 days and report the results through the Online Reporting System. If they test 
negative, they can continue to attend their education setting. If they positive, they will report to school via 
info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk or call 01332 880208. 
 
Outside of the education setting, you should continue to follow this advice. This approach should also be 
adopted over the winter break and on return in January.  
 
If your child or a staff member test positive, they should self-isolate and order a PCR test to confirm the 
result. If the PCR is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days. If the PCR test is negative, they no 
longer need to self-isolate but should continue to carry out the remainder of the daily tests, and only 
need to isolate if it is positive. Please find attached an updated flowchart that summarises the DTCC 
process.   
 
This means there will be two types of tests taking place in the school community.  
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Twice a week testing 
 
All staff and secondary aged students and students should have access to a box of 7 LFD tests from 
their education setting.  
 
It is important to continue regular twice weekly, at-home testing for all education and childcare workforce 
and all students of secondary age and above. 
 
Close contact testing: 
 
If your child or staff are identified as a close contact of anyone with COVID-19, they will be advised to 
complete a test every day before attending school for 7 days. If your child struggles to complete these 
daily tests then you may decide to discontinue the LFD test, if this is the case your child will not be 
required to self-isolate. 
 
Children under five years old do not need to take part in daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 and do 
not need to isolate.  
 
Anyone over the age of 18 years and 6 months who is not vaccinated, must isolate in line with 
government guidelines if they are a close contact of a positive case.  
 
If you require additional test kits, please contact your teacher via Seesaw and they will sent home with 
your child.  
 
Second Covid Vaccination for 12 to 15 Year Olds 
 
The latest update from the Government states that students will receive their second COVID 
vaccination in school. No further details have been provided on this but it is likely that this will 
take place at some point next term. 
 
Autism Accreditation  
 
On Tuesday 11th January, the school will welcome an assessment team from the National Autistic 
Society to hopefully reconfirm our Autism Specialist status. The assessment will take place over a three 
day period, this will be made up of face to face and remote sessions. We cannot achieve this award 
without surveys from families, friends and carers of the school. Please take the time to complete this 
very short survey to help our school achieve. 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rtTbA7Baj0yW8XLXJWAEGEQwbNaRaiRBo2YH
yNEOnW1UN0U2ME1GMkdMWEFaR1dSMTNLVVQ5NTBDWi4u 
 
Curriculum offer 
 
We are continuing to extend our therapy offer for students across sites after the Christmas break. In the 
new term, students will have access to music, dance and art therapies as well as continued access to 
SALT and OT.  
 
As part of our Careers programme, we are developing closer links with local business and now have 
work experience placements set up with Cromford Mill and the Arkwright Society, Denby Pottery and 
Slenderella. We are continually looking to create meaningful partnerships with the local community to 
support our students to develop their independence and employability skills.  
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Christmas 2021 
 
With everything that is going on it is easy to forget that Christmas is only 4 days away. 
After another interesting year I am determined that we give some kind of festive send off to our 
amazing children. Each student will come home with a selection box, as a special 
thank you and well done from all of us at Holbrook. 
  
Please watch out for the Holbrook Christmas video which will be sent out via Seesaw, I hope you enjoy!!! 
I would ask that you do not share this on social media. 
 
Please have the best Christmas that you can and remember to be kind and considerate as we 
support each other through this pandemic. All the best for the New Year and a positive start to 
2022. 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher  

https://www.autism.org.uk/


 
 

 

Please note: The DfE has confirmed that national Daily Testing of Contacts of Covid (now called DTCC) is 

‘strongly advised’ and therefore is advisory only. A staff member or student does not have to isolate if they are 

identified as a close contact of a positive case, and if they choose not to participate, they should not be denied 

access to school. 


