
 
 

Portway, Holbrook, Belper, Derbyshire. DE56 0TE 
 

Telephone: 01332 880208 
Email: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

  Website: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 
10 September 2021 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
Welcome back 
 
I hope you are well and you enjoyed the summer break. I would like to start by extending a warm 
welcome to our 18 new students and their families to Holbrook. I hope there will be an opportunity this 
term for us to welcome both new and current parent/carers and their families back on site. We are 
delighted with the way all students have returned to school this week, especially with the hot weather, 
they are settling in to their new class groups positively. 
 
We have made some significant improvements to the main site over the summer and I have attached a 
few photos at the end of my letter. There are still a few areas left to complete, I am hopeful these will be 
completed over the next week or two. A huge thank you to John, our site manager, and all the staff who 
worked tirelessly over the summer to ensure the site was ready for the students returning. We hope you 
will agree the changes are of a huge benefit to the students and the playground in particular has been a 
huge hit so far.  
 
Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen 

To mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, an additional bank holiday has been granted for Friday 3 June 
2022. Schools who follow the School teachers’ Pay and Conditions Document (STPCD) are required to 
open for 195 days each academic year, of which 190 days are to be teaching days with students. 
However, due to this additional bank holiday which falls within the next academic year, schools will only 
be required to “teach” for 189 days reducing the open days to 194 days that year. The relevant 
regulations have been amended to allow for this. 
 
As June 3rd falls within half term we are permitted to close on another day to enable staff and students 
to benefit from this extra bank holiday. Therefore, we will be closed on Thursday December 23rd 2021.  
 
I hope you are all able to make the most of this extended winter break which will see staff and students 
returning to school on Monday 10th January 2022. 
 
COVID-19 
As you are aware the DfE (Department for Education) and Government advised that school ‘bubbles’ are 
removed and that under 18’s and those double vaccinated do not have to isolate if they come into 
contact with a positive case. National cases are continuing to rise again so I wanted to take the 
opportunity to outline the new guidance to ensure we keep the school community as safe as we possibly 
can. 
 
What to do if your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or tests positive for COVID-19 
• If your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they should get a PCR test and remain at 
home at least until the result is known. If negative, the child can end self-isolation; if positive, the child 
should isolate until at least 10 days after their symptoms appeared.  
• Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a new, continuous cough, or a high temperature, or a loss of, 
or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).  
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• If the child has a positive test result but does not have symptoms, they should stay at home and self-
isolate for 10 days from the date the positive test was taken. This isolation period will be extended if they 
go on to develop symptoms by counting 10 full days from the day following their symptom onset. Anyone 
with symptoms will be eligible for a PCR test (the normally available test type) and this can be arranged 
via Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) or by 
calling 119.  
 
Self-Isolating  
From 16 August, you will not be required to self-isolate if you are a contact of someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 and any of the following apply: 
• you are fully vaccinated 
• you are below the age of 18 years 6 months 
• you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 
• you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
 
You could be fined if you do not self-isolate following a notification by NHS Test and Trace. You may be 
entitled to a one-off payment of £500 through the NHS Test and Trace Support Payment scheme if you 
are required to stay at home and self-isolate or you are the parent or guardian of a child who has been 
told to self-isolate.  
 
Even if you are vaccinated, you can still be infected with COVID-19 and pass it on to others. If you are 
identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 but you are not required to self-isolate, you can help 
protect others by following the guidance on how to stay safe and help prevent the spread. As well as 
getting a PCR test, you may also consider: 
• limiting close contact with other people outside your household, especially in enclosed spaces 
• wearing a face covering for those aged 11 and over in crowded places such as school/college/public 
transport 
• limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable 
• taking part in regular LFD testing 
 
Help stop the spread 
If you develop symptoms at any time, even if these are mild, self-isolate immediately, arrange to have a 
COVID-19 PCR test and follow the guidance for people with COVID-19 symptoms. 
 
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with 
coronavirus (COVID-19): 
• get vaccinated – everyone aged 18 and over can book COVID-19 vaccination appointments now and 
16-17 year olds are being offered 1 dose of the vaccination by 23 August 
• wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser regularly throughout the day  
• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 
• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 
• meet people outside and avoid crowded areas 
• open doors and windows to let in fresh air if meeting people inside 
• wear a face covering if aged 11 and over when it's hard to stay away from other people – particularly 
indoors or in crowded places 
• participate in twice weekly LFD testing following national guidelines (recommended for 11 years and  
 
 
over). We encourage you to log your results here: https://www.gov.uk/log-test-site-covid19-results 
 
Lateral flow testing kits for students are available from school, please message your Teacher if you 
require testing kits and we can send them home.  
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Further information is available at  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
I am optimistic that we are moving through this pandemic and hopefully out of the other side but we all 
still need to be vigilant and to do our bit to keep things moving forward positively at Holbrook School for 
Autism. 
 
I hope that you all have a wonderful start to the school term and I look forward to working alongside you 
this year to get the best for our amazing children. 
 

Yours sincerely  

 

Sam Bayliss 

Headteacher 
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