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Dear Holbrook families, 

Somehow, we are nearly four weeks into this half-term. This is no small accomplishment during these 

strange times and I am very grateful for all of the input that has gone in, both in and out of school. We 

hope that we have achieved a good balance between providing relevant work and being responsive to 

individual needs and concerns of our students.   

I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on the current national picture concerning schools. On 

Wednesday 27th January, the Prime Minister confirmed that schools and colleges will not return to full 

face-to-face education after the February half-term and that the current attendance restrictions will 

remain in place until 8 March at the earliest. It is hoped that if the target of vaccinating everyone in the 

top four prioritisation cohorts by 15 February is met, then those groups will have developed immunity 

three weeks later, by 8 March. The government will therefore look at fully re-opening schools from this 

date.  

I know this will be disappointing news for many of you, it is very clear to all of us that school was never 

designed to be carried out at home but since the announcement of the national lockdown I am so proud 

of the standard of work that is being completed by our students. Our teaching staff have been working 

tirelessly to offer a high quality, personalised blended learning offer to all our students. We really do have 

a fantastic staff team at Holbrook!  

It is so important that you know that we are here to support you and your child, someone is always 

available between 8.00 am and 3.30 pm Monday to Friday and by emails or Seesaw outside of these 

times. Never before has the saying ‘it’s good to talk’ been more relevant and we genuinely enjoy 

catching up with families and assisting every way that we can. This is also a two-way process and your 

positive phone calls and feedback via Seesaw really do give us all a massive boost.  

I am continuously reviewing the current timetable in place and I am aware that many of you would like 

your child to be in school more than their allocated days. Although we would like to meet all requests this 

is not always possible.  The key to the timetable is keeping bubbles small and minimising contact 

between individuals throughout the week. It is very difficult for our students to socially distance so the 

importance of keeping bubbles small is vitally important to stop the spread of COVID-19. We have had 

two confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the past week and because of the small consistent groups, we 

have been able to ask a minimal number of students and staff to self-isolate.   

We continue through this tough part of the pandemic but with the vaccine being rolled out and every day 

gets lighter, hope is on the horizon. Stay strong and keep supporting each other.  

Kind regards 
 

 

Sam Bayliss 
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