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08 January 2021 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 

 
I hope this letter finds you well. I can imagine it has been a challenging week with a lot of uncertainty 
surrounding your child's education.  
 
This letter explains our next steps so you can plan for the future. We do hope you find this useful, 
however we are urging all parents and carers to contact school if you have any questions or if you need 
any further support at this time.  
 
We have now completed a timetable that will proceed from Monday 11th January. Over 85% of you 
wanted to continue to send your child into school to receive face-to-face learning which is fantastic but 
this has provided us with a significant challenge. I am really pleased that we have been able to offer 
everyone who requested a place at least two days of face-to-face learning throughout the school week.  
 
You will be notified today through Seesaw or via phone which days your child will be in school. We will 
be making the relevant transport departments within each local authority aware of our plans.  Please 
could I ask that you also get in touch with your child's transport provider so they know what days your 
child will be in school. 
 
The health and safety of our students and staff have been at the forefront of our minds as we have 
devised the new timetable. A key to the new timetable is minimising contact between individuals 
throughout the week which reduces transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). It is very difficult for our 
students to socially distance so the importance of keeping small group sizes is vitally important. The new 
timetable allows us to keep groups consistent and makes it easier in the event of a positive case to 
identify those who may need to self-isolate.  
 
I know some of you will be disappointed that your child is not in school more than their allocated days. 
Receiving face-to-face education is best for both our student's mental health and for their educational 
achievement. However, I am confident that our blended learning offer of face-to-face and remote 
learning will allow us to continue to deliver high-quality teaching and specialist support to all our 
students. Our remote learning offer has already started this week and will continue for the duration of 
time any of the students are not in school. Please find the attached document which outlines our remote 
learning offer. 
 
Additional information 
 
• Pastoral care will remain a high priority, so please let us know if you feel there is anything else school 
can do to support you at this time 
 
• Children should stay at home if they are unwell or have a new, continuous cough or a high temperature 
to avoid spreading infection to others 
 
• Children and young people who are considered extremely clinically vulnerable due to their health needs 
and shielding should continue to shield and are not expected to attend 
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• Even though, at times, due to the rota system, staff may be working from home, I can reassure you that 
all staff are busy working to assist in our blended learning provision 
 
 
What will happen after Mid-February? 
 
We will of course update you again as soon as we know more regarding any further announcements and 
guidance as we navigate this next stage of the response to the virus. The situation will remain under 
constant review.  
 
I would like to thank all parents and carers for your continued support during this very challenging time. 
Thank you for this, it means so much to the staff team, Governors and school community.  
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school.  
 
Stay well and keep safe. 
 

 

Regards  

 

 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher  
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