
 
Portway, Holbrook, Belper, Derbyshire. DE56 0TE 

 
Telephone: 01332 880208 

Email: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 
  Website: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 
 
4 November 2020 
 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
Covid-19 Update 
 
I am writing to update you on the current situation we all face here at Holbrook School for Autism 
due to the restrictions imposed on us in respect of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
From Thursday 5 November there will be new national restrictions coming into force. We are 
awaiting guidance from the DfE on what this will mean for educational settings but at this time the 
school and residential provision are planned to remain open. 
 
As you are aware, at the end of last half term we had a confirmed case of COVID-19 in our school 
community. We worked closely with Public Health England to conduct an internal ‘track and trace’ 
and to minimise risk. This is not an easy process but we continue to put the safety of students 
and staff at the heart of all of our decisions. We have had a number of confirmed cases during 
the half term holiday and as a result certain classes are currently closed. 
 
As the term progresses and the winter cold season is upon us we will face further challenges. 
Any student or member of staff who exhibits any of the Covid-19 symptoms - a temperature over 
37.8, a new and persistent cough lasting over an hour or a loss to taste and smell will be asked 
to go home and stay there until a test result has been obtained or for an isolation period of 14 
days. 
 
For some staff their own children have been sent home for the very same reasons and therefore 
they have to remain off until a negative result is obtained or period of isolation has ended to 
provide childcare. 
 
For all these reasons at times staffing may become an issue on particular days. Therefore, I am 
highlighting to you all that on the occasion when we are unable to safely staff a class I will have 
to notify you to keep your child at home for their safety and well-being. 
 
We have also made the decision to not use any external supply staff as this would also add to the 
increased risk of infection. 
 
In order to keep the risk of infection to a minimum the following changes have also been made: 
 

- Restricted communal activities which had previously taken place in the dining hall, cookery 
room and sports hall;  

- Reduced bubble sizes where possible; 
- Outdoor equipment will be cleaned after each use by a bubble; 
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- meetings will be carried out remotely, with external visits being stopped until the end of 
term - unfortunately this means school photos have had to be cancelled; 

- Community access apart has been suspended until the end of the term. 
 

 
Please can I ask you to continue to: - 
 

- Keep your child at home if they are showing any signs or symptoms of Covid 19; 
- Encourage your child to leave toys at home to minimise items brought into school from 

home; 
- Keep your child at home if anyone within your household is symptomatic; 
- Continue to keep good communication with school. 

 
We are all doing our utmost to keep things running as smoothly as possible whilst at the same 
time reducing the risk of infection the very best we can. 
 
We are incredibly grateful for all of the support and understanding that we have received from the 
Holbrook community during this time. We look forward to continuing to work alongside you to 
get the best for our most important assets, our wonderful children. 
 
As always if any of you wish to discuss this further then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Take care and keep safe 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher 
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