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8 September 2020 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
Full school reopening  
 
I do hope you are all safe and well and that you have found ways to enjoy the summer. I know for 
many of you it will not have been easy.  
 
The staff have been working hard over the summer and the four inset days to prepare for the 
students return. All the hard work was worth it this morning as we welcomed back the majority of 
students, I know we have all really missed them.  
 
Over the summer holidays, the message has been reiterated from both central government and 
the local authority that school is the best place for children to learn and to foster mental well-being 
through social interactions with their peers and the staff. We will be doing all we can to help our 
children return to school and experience as normal an environment as possible whilst ensuring 
measures are in place to keep everyone safe. 
 
Whilst we agree with the message that students are better back in school, we also recognise that 
our school population is unique and your individual circumstances are exactly that – individual. 
We therefore, appreciate that some of you may be feeling anxious about this or you may have 
had advice from a specialist advising that this is not appropriate for your child. 
 
We will be providing remote learning support for those students who are unable to return due to 
medical advice or complexities of needs, as well as for those who need to self-isolate (due to 
themselves or others in the household having symptoms). However, it will only be provided for 
these children as this is additional to our normal provision and we need the teachers planning and 
teaching those who are returning to their class.  
 
For any students who didn’t make it in today due to their anxieties we can offer packages of 
support in helping them to return to school. For example, we could write a social story or provide 
a personalised video from their teacher welcoming them back. It might be that they would benefit 
from coming in with you after the school day when no one is here to get them used to just being 
back in the building again. These are just some ideas and we are more than willing to find ways 
that will work for you and your child. It might also be the case that you have anxieties at this time 
about sending your child and this is totally understandable. We want to work with you to help you 
feel comfortable with the measures in place or consider what would make you feel more positive 
about your child returning to school. I will put the latest version of the risk assessment (as it 
stands) on the website by the end of the week under Key Information – COVID 19 so that you  
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can review the full set of measures in place. I have included a summary below as well. Please 
feel free to let me know if there is anything you are unclear about or would like us to consider 
further. 
 
A summary of measures we have put in place to help keep people safe 
 
Please note that in most of our groups, we are not able to safely ensure 2m social distancing at 
all times due to the care needs of students and/or their understanding. These measures are in 
place with this in mind: 
 

 Keeping students in their class groups ‘bubbles’ to reduce the possibility for transmission 
between lots of people. The students will not mix across these bubbles for lessons nor at 
break or lunch times 

 Students will be in a consistent base for every day they are in. No other group can use the 
base. 

 Keeping staff in bubbles as much as possible, where we need flexibility e.g. where there 
is a training need and a staff member is absent, or where first aid is needed  

 No one will be allowed on site with symptoms: adults will be sent home immediately if they 
have symptoms; allocated areas at both sites have been identified to isolate any students 
showing symptoms. We will be cautious in our approach and parent/carers must pick their 
child up immediately if we call to say they have symptoms even if they believe them to be 
well. The classroom and any other areas where a symptomatic student or staff member 
has been will be cleaned as soon as possible. Any resources that have been used by the 
child will be kept separate until they can be properly cleaned.  

 Students will be encouraged or supported (as needed) to wash their hands frequently, 
teachers will be timetabling washing hands throughout the day, as well as before eating 
and after using the toilet or being changed. 

 Staff and students who are able to will follow good respiratory hygiene rules and staff will 
support children to learn how to do this – referring to the ‘Catch it; Bin it; Kill it!’ approach. 
Lidded bins will be provided in every class for tissues. 

 Where possible classroom taps, toys and other resources will be cleaned during the day. 
We will put soft toys and hard to clean resources out of sight unless this will significantly 
impact a student’s education or well-being. Shared toys and resources will be reduced to 
a minimum.  

 Staff will use Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) appropriate to the individual task they 
are doing. Masks will be worn when entering another bubble and when collecting/dropping 
off students. We recognise that the impact of staff wearing PPE can be negative – children 
may not recognise staff; communication is impacted and they may find it strange or 
frightening. We are therefore trying to find a middle ground as best we can.  

 Doors will be propped open where it is safe to do so to prevent door handles being touched 
by numerous people. Classes will open doors that lead outside (where it is safe to do so) 
as well as windows wherever possible to support ventilation.  
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 Visitors and any other additional people not required to work with the students will be 
strictly limited. Where visitors do need to attend, they will go to separate rooms to see only 
the people they need to. At this time, this includes parents but please contact us in advance 
if you need to be in school and we will work out how to support you. 

 Everyone entering and exiting the building will be asked to use hand sanitiser.  

 Communal areas will be cleaned mid-morning and mid-afternoon every day.  

 Lunches will be eaten in classrooms apart from three classes in bubble 2. 

 Assemblies will only take place in classrooms.  

 Students will go outside but only with the students and staff in their bubbles. 

 Rotas will be in place for shared spaces e.g. the cookery room and sports hall.  

 Drop-offs and pick-ups will be carefully managed to prevent mixing of bubbles and 
drivers/escorts will not enter the building, neither will parent/carers. 

 Transport are following their own guidance and have assured us of their social distancing 
measures. 

 A recovery curriculum will be in place to ensure the students are best supported to be 
ready to learn. 

 Safeguarding of students will not be compromised. 
 
Prior to the summer holidays we shared information relating to the bubbles with the relevant 
transport teams in each local authority to see if they would be able to transport students and keep 
them in their respective bubbles. It does seem like this is not the case for all students and some 
bubbles will be mixing with others during transportation. Although this is not ideal the guidance 
for schools acknowledges that implementing bubbles even partially will still bring benefits, and 
that schools may need to allow mixing into wider groups in certain circumstances, including on 
transport. 
 
We are working hard to make sure we are also ready to open our residential provision from 14th 

September. We appreciate how much this supports the students and the importance of opening 
as soon as possible. 
 
What can you do to help us? 
 
It is really important at this time that we all help each other to keep safe and there are a few things 
that we would ask you to help us with. 
 
If your child has any symptoms of COVID-19, they must NOT come to school even if they 
appear well enough. 
 
This is also true if anyone in your household has symptoms – even if your child is well. The 
symptoms are a high temperature, a continuous cough and/or anosmia (a change or loss to their  
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sense of smell or taste). We recognise that the latter will only be possible to detect for some of 
our students. 
 
 
In addition, your child should not be sent to school if they have been within 2m of someone not in 
the household with symptoms or you have received notification from a Public Health Agency that 
they have been in contact with a confirmed case. If you are at all unsure, keep your child at home 
until you have spoken to us. You can email us at info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk, 
message through Seesaw or call the school on 01332 880208. 
 
If your child develops symptoms while on site, we will contact you immediately. It is really 
important that you pick your child up immediately. We recognise that this may mean a lot of false 
alarms and is highly inconvenient as well as impacting on your child’s education; nevertheless, 
we must be careful and cannot take chances. 
 
We ask that you get a test as soon as possible for your child as this will support us to protect the 
rest of our school community. 
 
If you are dropping your child at school or picking them up, please follow the instructions 
given to you. 
 
Staff will be on duty to instruct you as to where to go to drop off and pick up. We need to ensure 
that this is not carried out in a way that causes congestion or students/staff mixing from different 
bubbles. We are also not allowing drivers and escorts into the school. 
This means that staff will be collecting students from the drop off point and where we have a lot 
of mini-buses and cars arrive at once, we will need to ask that students remain in the vehicle until 
staff have picked up students from other bubbles first. 
 
Please only send in what your child really needs. 
 
Resources/aids travelling between home and school should be limited to only what is strictly 
necessary and for the child’s education and well-being. We would ask that stationary is not sent 
into school. Any necessary resources should be sent in clean and those that can be, will be 
cleaned on arrival and before being sent home. 
 
Please do not come to school unless it is necessary and by appointment only. 
 
We are very sorry to ask this of you as we very much want parents to be a part of our school. 
However, at this time, we are trying to keep visitors to an absolute minimum and ask that you do 
not come into the building. If you do need to, please make an appointment through one of the 
Senior Leadership Team.  
 
Do let us know if there is anything that is not working for you. 
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We absolutely want to get this right. As ever, we really want to offer the very best provision for 
your children and we will work with you to find solutions to any issues that arise from our approach. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank both the parent/carers and the staff of Holbrook 
School for Autism for pulling together at such a difficult time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sam Bayliss 
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