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16 July 2020 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
Re: September opening 

I am pleased to inform you that Holbrook School for Autism will be welcoming back all students on a full 

time basis from the beginning of the autumn term (Tuesday 8th September 2020). Our phased reopening 

has been a real success and we have been able to offer an educational placement for over 50% of 

students on a part time basis.  

I know many of you will be apprehensive about your child returning full-time but the prevalence of 

coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased and we are a lot clearer about the measures needed to be in 

place to create a safer environment. It is also vitally important that our students come back to school, 

their time spent in education is key to their mental health and wellbeing.  

The senior leadership team have been working hard to balance and minimise any risks from coronavirus 

(COVID-19) whilst providing a full educational experience. There are many measures that the school will 

be putting in place, including: 

 a requirement that both staff and students who are ill should stay at home 

 robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

 enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 reducing the number of contacts between children and staff. This can be achieved through 

keeping groups separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through maintaining distance between individuals 

 

We will be implementing four bubbles throughout the school. The main site at Holbrook will be split into 

three bubbles and the Belper site will form its own bubble. The location of classrooms has largely 

dictated which classes form each bubble. The bubbles are as follows: 

 

 Bubble 1 – class 1, 2, 10 and 11 

 Bubble 2 – class 3, 4, 5 and 7 

 Bubble 3 – class 6, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 14 

 Bubble 4 – class 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

Each bubble will have timetabled slots to access the outside space and dining hall if it is not possible to 

eat in the classroom. The traditional plated meals will resume from September at the main site. 

Movement around the school for both staff and students will be kept to a minimum.   

We are currently in the process of working with the respective local authority transport teams to make 

sure bubbles are maintained if students come via taxi. The local authorities have asked that 

parent/carers do not contact the operators at this point, they will be working over the summer holidays to 

organise transport for September. A questionnaire from Derbyshire transport team has been sent to all 
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parent/carers via ParentMail, it would really benefit the local authority if you could complete this as soon 

as possible if applicable. 

The school will be implementing staggered start and finish times to reduce bubbles coming into contact. 

These are as follow: 

 Bubble 1: 09:15 - 15:15 

 Bubble 2 and 4: 9:00 - 15:00 

 Bubble 3: 08:45 - 14:45 

 
It is important to note that the staggered start and finish times will not reduce the amount of overall 
teaching time for our students.  
 
We have put together a list of questions and answers on the attached two pages to address any 
concerns you may have. If you do have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Once again, thank you for your continued support. May I take the opportunity to wish you all a safe 
summer break and I look forward to seeing all students in September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Sam Bayliss 
Headteacher 
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Questions and Answers: 
 
 
What will happen if my child or a staff member develops coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms 
whilst in school? 
 
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a 
loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home and advised 
to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should arrange to have a test 
to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other members of their household (including any siblings) 
should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 
 
It will be your responsibility to collect your child as soon as possible. If your child is awaiting collection, 
they will be moved, if possible to an outside area or to a room where they can be isolated behind a 
closed door, depending on the age and needs of the child, with appropriate adult supervision.  
 
My child has not been in school for many months and I am concerned that they may find it hard 
to adjust going back full time in September? 
 
This is an understandable concern and we want to work with you to make sure your child’s return to full 
time education is successful. I am happy for students to have a planned phased return back to school in 
September. If this is an option you would like to explore please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 
Does my child have to return to school in September? 
 
Attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, 

the usual rules on attendance will apply, including: 

 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at their education setting where the child 

is a registered student at school and they are of compulsory school age 

 settings’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ 

codes of conduct 

 

Although it is mandatory to return in September the school want to work with all parent/carers and 

students to manage any anxieties about coming back full-time. I am happy to discuss your concerns and 

hopefully provide reassurance of the measures we are putting in place to reduce the risk in school. As 

stated previously a planned phased return might be in the best interests of some students. 

What equipment can my child bring into school? 

Your child will be able to bring in their lunchbox (if applicable), bag, hats, coats and mobile devices such 

as a phone or tablet. Stationary will be provided by the school. 

 

Will meetings still go ahead in September?  

During the first half term all meetings including annual reviews and IEP meetings will be completed 

remotely. We will continue to review this in line with government guidance.  

Will my child still access the community? 

Although non-overnight domestic educational visits can resume in September we have taken the 

decision to stop community visits for at least the first three weeks of the autumn term. This will give the 
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students an opportunity to re-adjust to being back in school full-time. If we do decide to resume 

community visits we will communicate this to all parents/carers. This will of course be in line with 

protective measures, such as keeping children within their bubble, and the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

secure measures in place at the destination. We will not be requesting any pocket money during the first 

three weeks of the new academic year including those students staying in residential. 

How will you support my child’s wellbeing and mental health? 

We recognise that students may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak such as anxiety, stress or low mood. It is important to contextualise these feelings 

as normal responses to an abnormal situation. Some may need support to re-adjust to coming back to 

school, others may have enjoyed being at home and be reluctant to return; a few may be showing signs 

of more severe anxiety or depression. Others will not be experiencing any challenges and will be keen 

and ready to return. In September we will be working hard to support all students to address and 

manage their response to issues linked to coronavirus (COVID-19).  We will initially be focusing on 

emotional, therapeutic and family support and curriculum recovery and planning to fulfil all the duties in 

each child’s EHCP.  

The school is not open over the summer holidays, who will be able to support me? 

To assist families over the summer break we have provided a leaflet (please find attached) providing 

information from charities and other organisations that can offer opportunities and activities over the 

holidays. There is also a flyer from Derbyshire County Council attached with further activities that are 

taking place. 

The Family and Student Support Team (previously the Early Help Team) have launched a new website 

where families can access information on a wide range of subjects and be signposted to organisations 

that can offer help. The website address is https://www.fasst-esteem.co.uk/. 

We will also be maintaining communication with the local authority Safeguarding and Child Protection 

Managers to ensure that we are prepared for any additional levels of support required for students’ 

planned return in September. 

 

Will my child still receive input from Speech and Language Therapist (SaLT) and Occupational 

Therapists (OT)? 

The current guidance states that therapists should provide interventions as usual. We will be working 

with our therapists to make sure they can work effectively and safely across the school to provide the 

advice and support each student is entitled to.  

 
Will the residential provision be open in the new academic year? 
 
The school is putting together plans to reopen the residential provision from the w/c 14th September. 
Parent/carers of students who access the residential provision will be contacted directly in the new 
academic year.  
 
My child is starting at the school in September but they have yet to have any transition visits, 
what will happen? 
 
It is regretful that we have been unable to provide any transition visits for our new students. To support a 
successful transition we will be working closely with all parent/carers. This may look different for each 
student as we are aware that you know your child best and will know how best to support their transition 
to Holbrook.  
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Will my child still receive FSM vouchers over the summer holidays? 
 
All eligible students will continue to receive FSM vouchers throughout the summer holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.autism.org.uk/

