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RECORD OF POLICY AMENDMENT / HISTORY 
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1. Aim 

 

The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund provides financial support to help students overcome specific barriers to 

participation so they can remain in education.  

 

This document should be read in conjunction with the Benefits & Credits: 16-19 Bursary Fund 

guidance. A copy can be found at:  https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund 

  

To be eligible for the bursary, young people must be aged 16 or over but under 19 on 31 August 2019. 

Where a young person turns 19 during their programme of study, they can continue to be supported 

to the end of the academic year in which they turn 19, or to the end of the programme of study, 

whichever is the sooner.  

  

2. Components of Funding & Support Available:  

 

The 16-19 Bursary has two elements to the funding:-  

  

Vulnerable Awards 

These awards are for £1,200 per year to young people in the following defined groups (pro rata for 

courses lasting less than 30 weeks a year)  

  

• in care   

• care leavers   

• receiving Income Support, or Universal Credit because they are financially supporting 

themselves or financially supporting themselves and someone who is dependent on them 

and living with them such as a child or partner 

• receiving Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments in their own right 

as well as Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit in their own right 

 

Applications for the ‘Vulnerable’ award will be assessed by the school and claimed on demand from 

the EFA Learner Support Service where the eligibility requirements are met.  

  

Discretionary Awards 

These are targeted at young people outside of the ‘vulnerable’ groups identified above and who are 

facing financial barriers to participation.   

  

The school may award the discretionary bursary to provide financial support for the following 

examples:  

• Purchasing equipment or resources for identified individual learners e.g. specialist protective 

or course related equipment.   

• Assistance with home to school transport costs  

• Assistance with costs of educational visits or trips (e.g. field trips or university or job interviews) 

• Other exceptional circumstances  

https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund
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As funds are limited, the school has agreed that they will support students who are eligible via the 

criteria set below.    

  

Priority  Criteria  Entitlement  

High  Students who were registered for ‘free school or further education 

meals’ in the past 3 years.  

Up to £400  

  

Medium  Students whose household income is less than £24,920 per year where 

there is one dependent child or £27,421per year for families with more 

than one dependent child per year (this was the threshold used for EMA 

payment). This should be either a combined income or if living with a 

single parent a single income.  

Up to £250  

   

Special Cases  

We are aware that there are times when students suddenly face a change in financial circumstances, 

often part way through the year. Each case will be dealt with on an individual basis but where there 

is genuine hardship, we will do all we can to help. Parents/carers should speak to the School Business 

Manager about this and a case should be put in writing.  

   

Are there any conditions attached to any of these payments?  

Any student who is eligible for a 16-19 Bursary must have met all of these conditions in order to 

qualify:  

• have attended all required lessons,   

• have met (or clearly working towards) all personal targets.  

• have attained good attendance/time keeping  

  

The school has a right to withhold payment on the grounds of failing to meet deadlines, poor effort, 

poor attendance or disciplinary issues.  

  

If a student is under 19, and believes they are entitled to a bursary payment, then an application form 

should be completed and returned to the school office.  

   

Payment of Bursaries  

Bursary payments can only be made to a bank account held by that student and only to a  

parent/guardian where supporting evidence confirms that the student is not able to hold a bank 

account in their own right.    

  

Discretionary bursaries will usually be by payment for items such as resources, transportation costs 

or visits will be made by the school and no direct payment made to the student.  

  

Payments may be made in instalments.  
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Application Deadline and Contingency Planning  

Due to the limited amount of funding available, all applications for the 16-19 Bursary need to be with 

the school by 29th November 2019.  Applications must be submitted with all the required evidence 

(original documents only, not photocopies).  

  

Applicants will usually be notified of awards within 4 weeks of receipt of application.  

  

A small contingency will be kept for emergency hardship cases; if unspent it will go to support the 

costs of transporting post-16 students to activities paid for by the school, taken outside of school 

premises.    

    

Appeals Process   

In determining arrangements for the assessment and payment of the 16-19 bursary, we are subject 

to the public sector equality duty in section 149 (1) of the Equality Act 2010 and equalities legislation 

which means no student is discriminated against, either directly or indirectly, on the basis of 

protected characteristics.   

  

Learners should be able to appeal against a decision not to award them funding from the 16-19 

Bursary. This appeal should be heard by a member of staff in the school who was not involved in 

making the original decision.  

  

Appeals can be made in the following circumstances:  

a. application made to bursary but refused award.  

b. notification of a bursary award but learner disagrees with the assessment.  

c. payments have been withheld.   

  

Appeals should be made in writing.  For any queries, please contact the School on 01332 880208 or 

email info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk  

   

Further Clarification regarding DWP Benefits, Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Employment 

Support Allowance (ESA)  

DWP payments to families disregard any payments made to students from the 16-19 bursary with 

the exception of where a student is claiming both DLA and ESA in their own right.  

  

Only a student with a disability, and who is in full-time education and in receipt of DLA, can claim 

ESA.  ESA is only paid where a student has limited capability for work because of illness or disability.  

However, where a young person is not living independently of their parents and makes a claim for 

ESA in their own right, other changes to the family income may result such as parental access to child 

benefit or child tax credit (further information can be gained from the Benefit Enquiry Line 0800 

882 200).  


