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HOLBROOK SITE (R-Y9) 
Portway, Holbrook, Belper, Derbyshire 

DE56 0TE 
 

Telephone: 01332 880208 
 

BELPER SITE (Y10-Y14) 
John O’Gaunts Way, Belper, Derbyshire 

DE56 0DB 
 

Telephone: 01332 880208 
 

Email: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Website: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 
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Useful contacts: 
 
 
Senior Leadership Team 
Headteacher – Julian Scholefield 
Deputy Headteacher – Laura Russell (maternity leave) 
Acting Deputy Headteacher – Sam Bayliss 
Acting Assistant Headteacher – Lucy Hunt 

Head of Care – Kelly Belcher 

School Business Manager – Gail Edmonds 
 
 
 
Department Heads: 

Lower School – Lucy Hunt  
Middle School – Lucy Hunt 

Acting Upper School – Leanne Wilson 
 
 
Governors 

Chair of Governors – Ian Coker 
Vice-Chair of Governors – Jo Gillard 
 
 

Headteacher’s Office: 

PA to Julian Scholefield (Headteacher) – Karen Clarke 
 
 
 
Available: 8.00 am – 4:30 pm 
 
 
 
The school’s website address is: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk. 
 
The  school’s e-mail address is: info@holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

http://www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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Holbrook School for Autism 
 
 
About our school 
 
The Holbrook School for Autism is a specialist school for children and young people with autism and 
learning disabilities. We are a split-site school with our main site (EYFS-Y9) being located in Holbrook 
Village and our 14-19 department located in Belper. 
 
We provide places for students aged 4 to 19 who live in Derbyshire, Derby City, Nottinghamshire and 
Nottingham City. We have a hub for primary aged, average ability students with autism.  
 
The school also has a residential provision and an outreach service. The autism outreach service is shared 
with Peak School in North West Derbyshire. Autism Outreach teachers support mainstream schools to 
improve their provision for children with autism in their schools. 
 
Vision Statement 
 
 

‘Where learning comes to life’ 
 
 

We want all our students to be as prepared as possible to make the most out of life’s opportunities and 

face its challenges. At Holbrook School for Autism, our vision and values enable us to teach, support and 
prepare our students to be happy, safe and confident citizens in the future. 
 
Core Values 
 
These are the school's core values - they're what we stand for and underpin everything we do. 
For all students to be happy and achieve their best and fulfil their potential. 
 To create a safe and supportive learning environment, which helps to bring out the best in every student 
 To address the specific needs of autism and how they affect each individual’s learning. 
To provide a personalised curriculum that meets the individual needs of every student. 
 To ensure every student is fully included in school life and community activities. 
To see school as preparation for life, so we think learning should be meaningful for each student so that 
they can be as independent as possible outside school.   
The basis of all relationships, in and around school, is unconditional mutual respect. 
 
British values 
At Holbrook we promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 
and mutual respect and tolerance towards those with different faiths and beliefs. 
 
To that end we do the following; 
Encourage students to have their say in matters that concern them in school. We do this by having an 
active school council that consists of students from across the age and ability range in school, including 
girls and boys 
Teaching students the difference between right and wrong, by working with them to manage their own 
behavior and develop positive attitudes towards each other. In some of our classes, students devise rules 
for the behavior and conduct they expect everyone to follow 
Support students to make positive choices to communicate their needs and help themselves 
Actively involve students in community activities that develop their awareness and tolerance of others. 
This includes learning about different faiths and beliefs and visiting a wide range of places of worship as 
part of the Religious Education curriculum 
 
  



 

Aims 
 
To provide an excellent education and quality of care for all our students 
To have high expectations for all our students and to support them to become as independent 
as possible 
For all students to be challenged to make the most progress in their learning that they can 
To provide a personalised curriculum based on their individual needs and learning style 
To ensure all school staff are properly trained and passionate about learning and continually 
improving what they do 
For governors and school leaders to always be striving for further school improvement for the 
benefit of the students. 
To build and maintain strong partnerships with parents and carers, seeing them as co-educators of 
their children 

To foster strong links with other professionals to support and enrich student learning and care 
To look outwards, to learn from and support other schools in developing best practice in autism and 
special needs 
To prepare students for life beyond school, so that they can become as independent as 
possible 
 
Approaches to Autism 
 
As a specialist autism school, we apply a personalised approach using a variety of best practice teaching 
and learning strategies which best suit the needs of our individual students. We are pragmatic about 
what works best for each individual. Therefore, we combine the best elements from a range of 
complimentary approaches, such as TEACCH; Intensive Interaction; ABA; and PECS. We also work closely 
with a range of other professionals, such as speech and language and occupational therapists, as well 
educational and clinical psychologists. 
 
At Holbrook, we are always looking at new ways of developing our provision in the best interests 
of the students, and welcome external scrutiny. To this end, we do the following: 

 
We are working towards Autism Accreditation status, which is recognised by the National Autistic 
Society (NAS). We see this as an important way of ensuring that we continually strive to meet the 
best standards of provision in autism.  
We are part of the Federation of Derbyshire Special Schools (FDSS) – a group of 9 special schools 
that work closely to provide joint training and share knowledge, expertise and resources. 

Derbyshire LA provides us with regular school improvement support and advice. Chris Greenough is our 
school improvement advisor. 

 

Admissions 

 
All students at Holbrook have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or statement of special 
educational needs. 
 
Local Authorities (LA) are responsible for deciding whether to place a student at Holbrook School for 
Autism. However, they do consult with the school first to ascertain whether we can meet the needs of 
the child or young person. To do this, the Headteacher will examine any relevant paper work and he, or 
a senior leader, will arrange to see the child in person where possible. Parents and carers can request 
to have their child placed at Holbrook, if that is their preferred choice. They should do this by contacting 
the special needs department of their relevant LA directly. 
 
Prospective parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit the school to help them decide whether 
or not they wish to apply for their child to be placed at Holbrook. If Holbrook is appropriate, admission 
often takes place at the start of a new school year or term, but in urgent cases, can take place at any 
time. 
 



 

Transition 
 
Coping with change is widely recognised as a common source of anxiety and stress for children and 
young people with autism. Therefore, we carefully plan transition into the school with other schools, 
parents and carers. This often involves organising transition visits and providing visual supports, for the 
child, prior to admission. In some cases, a gradual start to the school placement helps to provide a 
smoother transition. 
 
Classes 
 
Class sizes are small at Holbrook with 5-8 students in each class, supported by a teacher and at least 2 
teaching assistants. Classes are organised according to the age, ability and need of the students, in order 
to creative a cohesive peer group for learning. 
 
A Personalised Curriculum 
 
Like in all maintained schools, students at Holbrook are entitled to receive an education that is based 
on the National Curriculum. However, because of our students’ learning difficulties the curriculum we 
provide needs to be adapted to their specific needs. This is done by teachers planning lessons based on 
tailor-made schemes of work, adapted from the National Curriculum programmes of study, for each 
subject, that are matched to the learning levels of our students. The ability range of students at Holbrook 
lies between the early P-Levels and the primary stages of the National Curriculum. 
 
In addition to academic subjects, we also address the key areas of development that for many children 
with autism, act as barriers to learning. These particularly relate to language and communication, social 
and adaptive skills. 
 
Based on the above, a typical timetable at Holbrook consists of a combination of formal lessons on the 
academic subjects, continuous provision, and learning sessions around autism related and personal 
development needs. 
 
Individual Education Plans (IEP) 
 
All students have an IEP, based on his/her statement of special educational needs or the new Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP). IEP targets focus on the autism related and personal development areas, 
as indicated above. Parents and carers are invited into school to discuss and agree IEP targets. 
Because of the importance of communication for our students, every IEP has a communication target. 
The speech and language therapist is involved in deciding these targets. Progress towards IEP targets is 
reviewed each term, and the targets changed, if necessary, to ensure relevance and sufficient challenge 
to ensure students continue to make at least good progress. 

 
Academic targets 
 
Each student also has a progress target for each curriculum subject. These targets focus on the progress 
we want students to make from their individual starting point, or beginning of their last key stage. They 
are also, reviewed termly by class teachers. 
 
Personal Development 
 
At Holbrook, we want all of our students to become as independent as possible. Therefore, we place 
extra emphasis on developing personal, social and life skills. We do this through: 
Residential Provision – 26 Holbrook students currently access our residential provision, the purpose of 
which is to develop personal and life skills 
Outdoor and Community Activities –  weekly activities supported by Derbyshire County Council’s 
‘Adventure Mobile Activities’ team, Horse Riding, Swimming, Community access,  



 

 

Work experience placements for post 16 students in community settings such as Morrison’s 
supermarket in Belper and ‘Rollersnakes’ in Nottingham 
 
Departments 
 
The school is organised into 3 departments, according to the age and abilities of the students. Each 
department has a department head, responsible for leading the teaching and managing their 
department. 
 
Assemblies also take place regularly in each department. 
 
Residential Provision 
 
 The school has a residential provision, the purpose of which is to provide continuing education and 
care so that students can further develop their self-help, life and social skills. The provision has 7 beds 
and each student stays for 1 night per week. As the residential provision is open for 4 nights per week 
(Monday to Thursday), it has a capacity of 28 places for students within the school. 
 
The school and residential staff work closely together to provide continuity of provision for the students 
and ensure that the best practice across the whole school is shared. 
 
School Times & transport 
 
Due to traffic congestion on the school site, the start and end 
of the school day is staggered. 
Start of the day: 8.45 am to 9.00am 
End of the day: 3.00pm to 3.15pm 
 
Many Holbrook students are eligible for free transport to school, courtesy of the local authority (LA) 
where the child or young person lives. Parents/carers of students who live locally are expected to make 
their own arrangements (unless, due to exceptional circumstances) to get to school each day. Students 
who are transported to school by their LA, are picked up by mini-bus or taxi at a point close to their 
homes. It is the parent/carer’s responsibility to inform taxis if their child is not attending school on 
any particular day. Any complaint about transport, or to report any change, should be made directly to 

the relevant LA. For Derbyshire County Council please phone: 01629 580000 ext.6726 
 
External Accreditation 
 
As a school we feel that it is very important for the achievements of students to be formally recognised 
externally. At Key Stage 4 and 5, Holbrook School for Autism offers a range of courses to students 
which lead to approved qualifications. All students have access to courses which currently include 
the following; 
ASDAN 
OCR Life and Living Skills 
 
Religious Education 
 
Holbrook School  
for Autism is non-denominational and has no affiliation to any particular religious 
organisation. 
Assemblies incorporate an act of worship and spiritual and moral topics and themes. 
Parents/carers who wish for their child to withdraw from worship or Religious Education are 
asked to contact the Headteacher. 
 

 
 



 

 
Sex Education 
 
We believe that parents should be the key figures in helping their children cope with growing 
awareness of sexual matters. Our role in school is to complement the role of parents and carers. 
Therefore, sex education is taught as part of our Personal, Health and Social Education programme. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
All students at Holbrook School for Autism have statements of Special Educational Needs or a new 
Education Health and Care Plan. As such, there will be an Annual Review of each student’s needs to which 
parents, carers and all interested professionals will be invited. Parents and students will have an 
opportunity at the Annual Review meeting to make their observations and wishes for the future known. 
At this meeting the objectives for each child, as detailed on the Statement of Special Needs will be 
discussed and updated where applicable. Parents have a right to be actively involved in their child’s 
education and are encouraged to share their knowledge, views and experience with the school not only 
at the Annual Review but at any other time. We welcome the support and involvement of parents. 
 
As a school we liaise closely with other schools to ensure continuity and progression. We also make full 
use of the Authority’s Educational Psychology Service, the Advisory Service and other Local Authority 
Departments with an interest in special educational needs. 
 
Inclusion in mainstream schools 
 
Whenever possible, we arrange for our students to visit and experience mainstream schools, as we 
recognise the benefits that this can bring.  We have connections to local secondary and primary schools. 
 
Behaviour 
 
It is an aim of the school to provide students with a stimulating, safe and happy environment, whilst 
encouraging them to behave in a sensible and acceptable manner. We also teach students to 
communicate effectively, rather than resorting to using challenging behavior to express their needs. 
A behaviour policy is used within school by all staff (available on school website). Our approach is to be 
consistent, while taking account of the different individual needs of our students. We aim to create a 
positive learning environment that actively reduces ‘triggers’ that can cause the escalation of 
challenging behaviour. 
All students who are identified as having challenging behaviour have a behaviour plan. These are 
designed to help staff who work with students to use strategies consistently to help to reduce the 
incidence of challenging behaviour and assist students to manage their own behaviour more effectively. 
However, despite support strategies being used, sometimes individual students can continue to be 
repeatedly challenging. In such cases, staff will review and update the student’s behaviour plan.  If, 
after a further period, there is little improvement to the student’s behaviour, a Multi-Element Plan 
(MEP) will be arranged to allow school staff, external professionals and parents to work together to 
look at how to improve things for the student. 
All staff who work regularly with students in school are trained in TEAM TEACH, which is a structured 
approach to supporting students who may exhibit challenging behaviour. Our overriding aim, at all times, 
is to keep everyone safe in school. However, occasionally this does mean that staff need to physically 
restrain students to keep them and others safe. This is only ever used as a last resort, after other 
approaches haven’t worked. Parents and carers are informed after an incident involving the use of 
physical restraint or intervention. 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Holbrook School for Autism fully recognises its responsibilities for child protection and safeguarding. 
Our policy, which is reviewed and approved by the governing body annually, applies to all staff, 
governors and volunteers working in the school. 



 

The school follows the procedures set out by the Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Board in the Derby 
and Derbyshire Safeguarding Procedures (www.derbyshirescb.org.uk) and take account of guidance 
issued by the Department for Education (in particular ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education, April 2016). 
The Head of Residential Care is currently the designated person for Safeguarding and is supported by the 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads Julian Scholefield and Laura Russell. Administrative support is 
provided by Karen Clarke, one of the school’s acting school business managers. They are school’s 
Safeguarding Team. 
The full Child Protection policy is available on request from school or by accessing the schools policy 
section on the school website at: www.holbrookautism.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 
First Aid and Medication 
 
We have several qualified First Aiders on the staff, and any student who has had a minor accident will 
be seen initially by a First Aider. Parents/carers will be informed by telephone or in the home/school 
diary. Any student who requires medication at school on a regular basis should bring the medication and 
a completed ‘Parental Consent for Medicines to be Administered at School’ form to the school office. 
 
Absences 
 
Sickness 
If your child is absent from school due to sickness, please contact the school office, to let us know 
each morning that your child is absent. If you fail to do this your child’s absence will be marked in 
the register as ‘unauthorised’. 
When a student returns to school after an illness, an explanatory letter should be sent with your 
child, addressed to the Headteacher. 
 
Holidays in term time 
Holbrook School for Autism discourages parents and carers from taking their children out of school 
during term time for holidays. School holiday periods are substantial and all students need to make 
the most of their entitlement to full- time education by attending school whenever possible. Even 
short periods out of school can have a detrimental impact on the achievement and progress that a 
student is able to make. 
Parents and carers do not have any right or entitlement to expect term time leave to be granted 
and all leave is granted at the discretion of the Headteacher. 
Leave for the purpose of a family holiday will only be granted in exceptional circumstances. If leave is 
taken without authorisation, it will be recorded in the school attendance register as unauthorised 
absence that is as truancy and the matter may be referred to the school’s education welfare officer. 
The Headteacher reserves the right to make individual judgements as to what constitutes exceptional 
circumstances. 
Parents/carers who wish to make a request for exceptional leave of absence for their child during term 
time, should contact the school office and request a copy of the relevant form, which should be 
completed giving detailed reasons for the request. Please note that without this, exceptional leave will 
not be granted. 
 
Charges for school events: 
Parents and carers are asked to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of educational and other 
school events in line with the policy of the school and Derbyshire LA. 
 
Keeping in touch with parents and carers 
 
It is parents and carers who know their children best. Therefore, we consider that the progress our 
students make depends on strong relationships between home and school. However, because many of 
our students live some distance away this makes it more difficult for parents to stay in touch. 
Here are some of the ways we communicate with parents and carers: 
 
 

http://www.derbyshirescb.org.uk/
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Formal 
 
Annual Review meetings, when parents are invited to review progress made 
towards their child’s statement objectives 
Annual school reports - will be sent to parents on their child’s progress. 
Parents and carers then have an opportunity to discuss their child’s report with the class teacher at 
parent consultation meetings. These usually take place in early July. 

Appointments between parents and staff can be arranged, on request, at any other time to discuss 
progress and any other issues. 
Residential Panel meetings take place annually, when residential staff, head or deputy head or 
assistant head and a school governor, discuss how 
the residential provision is meeting the child’s needs. 
Continuous assessment; because staff have a continuous assessment procedure in operation, it is 
possible to give parents accurate reports on their children at all times. 
 
Informal 
 

Home/School diary – this is filled in every day by teachers and TAs in your child’s class to 

give you feedback about your child’s progress during the day. The diary can also be used by 
parents/carers to update school about any information from home that it may be useful for school staff 
to know. 
Coffee afternoon/morning – these take place monthly and provide an opportunity for parents and 
carers to discuss issues they have in common. Sometimes, speakers are invited 
The school organises fund-raising events to give parents, carers and family members the opportunity 
to come into school so the students can share their business enterprise. Any money raised contributes 
to school funds or the charity we are supporting during that event, such as Macmillan for example. 
A half-termly newsletter is produced for notices and information. 
Please feel free to contact school by phone, letter or e-mail, whenever you have a concern or question 
about your child. 
 
School meals 
 
These are provided at school. The cost is £10.00 per week for primary age children and £11.75 per week 
for secondary age children. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Derbyshire County Council’. Dinner 
money is collected on Monday morning. Children who bring a packed lunch can eat with the other 
students in the dining hall. 

 
Snack Money 
 
All students receive a snack each day during mid-morning break. We request that parents/carers 
contribute £1 per week towards the cost of these snacks. 
 

School Uniform 

 
The school has a uniform, which consists of a burgundy coloured sweatshirt and grey polo-shirt, with 
attached logos. School uniforms can be purchased from the school office and an order form is available 
on the school website. 
 
Please note that while wearing school uniform is encouraged, it is voluntary for students at Holbrook 
as some of our students have sensory issues that relate to textures and colours of some garments. 


